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• ‘ON PATROL’ - A NIGHT WITH OUR SECURITY PATROL
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Our Broward Medical Practice brings all the expertise and benefi ts of
Holy Cross Hospital to the Rio Vista community. Kassandra Bosire, MD, Michelle Fiorillo, DO, and

David Zekser, MD, offer primary care and preventative medicine, including well woman exams and
weight loss. For more information or to schedule an appointment, please give us a call.

We’ll be happy to help you with your health needs.

You’ll fi nd we fi t in 
quite well in your

neighborhood.

1100 E. Broward Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301

954-463-5271
www.holy-cross.com

http://www.holy-cross.com


www.riovistaonline.com • RIOVISTA! 1

President’s Message

- RVCA President Warren Sturman, MD, reviews the month and looks ahead

City Commissioner’s Message

- Dist. IV Commissioner Romney Rogers recounts recent Commission issues

Broward County Community Updates

- Census 2010 update, 2010 County Budget info and latest ‘Green’ report

‘On Patrol’ With RVCA Security

- RIO VISTA! spends a night on duty with our RVCA Patrol Officer

Interview with City Commissioner Romney Rogers

- Rio Vista’s own Romney Rogers shares his thoughts on his first months in office

Gardening & Landscaping Corner

- New feature!  This month’s is a case study on creaing Outdoor Garden Rooms

RVCA 2009 Committees

- description of  our RVCA Committee functions and current members

Neighborhood News, Notes & Events

- A round-up of  info and events of  interest to our Rio Vista neighborhood

From Our Readers

- a wonderful poem received from a Rio Vista resident that we just had to share

Table of Contents

Welcome to RIO VISTA! The official neighborhood newsletter program of the

Copyright 2009, Rio Vista Civic Association, Inc. and GMStrategic, George M. Mihaiu, Publisher. All rights reserved. this publication may not be repro-

duced in whole or in part, regardless of technology used, without express written consent from RVCA or publisher. the Rio Vista Civic Association and

publisher reserve the right to reject any advertising or copy it may deem to be objectionable or otherwise unacceptable for any reason at their sole 

discretion. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and timeliness of this publication and no liability can be attached to or be accepted by

the publisher or the Rio Vista Civic Association for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies.

Rio Vista Civic Association, Inc.

PO Box 460386

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33346

www.riovistaftl.com

www.riovistaonline.com

Editorial Direction

RVCA Newsletter Committee

Judge Michael Orlando, Chair

Warren Sturman, MD

Nancy Messing

Mark Snead

George Mihaiu

RIO VIStA! is the official newsletter

publication of the Rio Vista Civic

Association, Inc. It is published

bimonthly on behalf of the Rio Vista

Civic Association, Inc. by GMStrategic,

and mailed directly to all Rio Vista

homeowners and residences via USPS

mail. RIO VIStA! is also published

online at www.riovistaonline.com and

is supplemented biweekly by RVCA’s

RIO VIStA! E-Newsletter.  For advertis-

ing rates and additional information,

please contact: 

Publisher

George Mihaiu

Associate Publisher

Ethan Randy Goldman

GMStrategic Media
PO Box 461090

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33346-1090

tel: 954.828.1337

www.gmstrategic.com

publisher@riovistaonline.com

Cover Photo by Ethan Goldman

taken at Ponce de Leon on the

Federal Hwy. entrance to Rio Vista

RVCA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 21!

Rio Vista Community Church, 880 South Federal Hwy.

Pizza Social: 7:00 pm - Meeting: 7:30 pm

See you there!
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RVCA�OFFICERS
&�

BOARD�OF�DIRECTORS

WARREn STuRmAn

President
954.735-9200

wmsmd@aol.com

nAnCy mESSIng

Vice President
954.779.7449

nrmessing@aol.com

mARk SnEAD

Treasurer & Secretary
954.761.9349

rvcatrs@att.biz

BIll BODOR

954.462.6891
builderbil@aol.com

JOhn CAVAnAugh

954.523.5512
beckyandjohn@gtcinternet.com

ShIRlEy ChAThAm

954.527.1260
s_chat@att.net

ChRISTInA CuRRIE

954.533.4498
tustina@yahoo.com

WIngATE PAynE

954.522.4226
wingate.payne@gmail.com

mIChAEl ORlAnDO

mjopa@aol.com

FRED STRESAu

954.525.3133
stresau@bellsouth.net

ChuCk TATElBAum

954.523-3998
CTatelbaum@adorno.com

It is now August and autumn is just around the corner.

However, you would never know this based on our

record high temperatures.  Those sensitive to the hot

weather should avoid outdoors during midday, and when

you do go outdoors maximize use of  shade, wear comfort-

able clothes that block the midday sun and drink plenty of

fluids to avoid dehydration.  I hope everyone had a nice

summer.  Remember that many families will be returning

from summer vacations--please be mindful about traffic

safety around schools and in the neighborhood.

Don’t get lulled into neglect based upon our lack of  tropical storms thus far.  We are

just getting into the peak of  hurricane season at this point.  Everyone should have a

one week supply of  essential items including water (one gallon per person per day),

non-perishable food, medicines, pet food, flashlight, radio and batteries.  Remember

that the old battery operated TV’s that are not digital will not work after a storm.

A recent issue that came before the board is the fire stations.  In 2004 voters in our

city approved a $40 million bond issue to add new fire stations and renovate some

old stations.  Of  particular interest to us is the proposed station east of  the railroad

tracks that would service Rio Vista.  Due to financial conditions, the fate of  this pro-

posed station is uncertain.  We would like to hear your input on this issue.

Our annual Holiday Party will be in early December.  I know that this seems a long

way away, but planning is being started now.  If  you would like to help please contact

our social committee.

Several free outdoor events are in full swing.  The Starlight Musicals are held begin-

ning at 7:00 pm every Friday evening at Holiday Park.  The Riverside Hotel sponsors

a free outdoor movie every Wednesday evening at 8:00 pm on the lawn just east of

the hotel.  And the city is launching “Saturday Night Alive” on the beach from 7:00 –

11:00 pm every Saturday night in August.

Congratulations to Johnathan Robertson and Mark Snead.  For his work in launching

our security patrol, Johnathan was just awarded our first Rio Vista Citizen of  the

Year for 2008.  And for his countless hours and devotion to our neighborhood, Mark

was awarded Rio Vista Citizen of  the Year for 2009.  Thank you both for all you

have done for our community.

The next RVCA general meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 21, at the 

Rio Vista Church (880 South Federal Highway).  The pizza social begins at 7:00 pm,

followed by the meeting at 7:30 pm.

See you in the neighborhood.

Sincerely,

Warren Sturman, MD

President, RVCA

RVCA President’s Message

Warren Sturman, MD

President, RVCA
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City Commissioner’s Message

We are almost at the end of  summer!  Where did
the time go?  I trust everyone has made it through

the dog days of  summer unscathed and had some relaxation
and fun along the way.  Thanks to our generous sponsors,
Pyrotecnico and Winn-Dixie, this year’s Fourth of  July
Spectacular was just that.  I was happy to see that many of
you attended and I hope you enjoyed the festivities.

As you know, the commission will break for the month of
August but I will be here crunching budget numbers to iden-
tify areas where we can find savings.  While these times
require lean governing, we can also use these tough econom-

ic times to plan for a future when the budget allows growth.

Staff  is working on finishing the zoning pieces of  the SABA master plan.  We are initi-
ating some planning for the Hortt School property in Shady Banks.   The association
has formed a subcommittee to review the Hortt closing documents and is planning for
the transition from school facility to a park.  

Staff  is also formulating some ideas for the Gore Nursery property on SW 9th Avenue.
To date the sprinkler system and grass have been installed.  Jeff  Suiter and Rebecca
Bradley, from EDSA, are volunteering their service to this project and have met with
city staff  regarding the proposed improvements and prepared a few conceptual draw-
ings for the park.  These concepts are being reviewed for general conformance to City’s
design guidelines and will be published after the internal review is complete.  If  you
have an interest in contributing your thoughts, time and energy to completing this proj-
ect in the near future please contact Terry Rynard, Assistant Parks and Recreation
Director.

Speaking of  planning, the Commission has discussed engaging in a visioning process in
the fall.  Look for more info to come.

As you know, we are in the midst of  contract negotiations with the Police and Fire
Unions.  Since public safety is a priority and represents 60% of  the City’s operating
budget, a lot is riding on the outcome.  We are hopeful of  positive good faith negotia-
tions that result in a fair contract.

Finally, don’t forget to attend my District IV Pre-agenda meetings here at City Hall on
the first and third Mondays at 5:30pm.  As always, you can contact me by phone at 
954-828-5028 or by email at: RRogers@fortauderdale.gov.

Romney Rogers

District IV Commissioner

CITy OF

FORT lAuDERDAlE

CITy hAll

100 N. Andrews Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

954.828.5000

Mayor

JOhn P.�‘JACk’�SEIlER

954.828.5003
jack.seiler@fortlauderdale.gov

Vice Mayor
District 1 Commission

BRuCE g.�ROBERTS

954.828.5004
broberts@fortlauderdale.gov

District 2 Commissioner

ChARlOTTE E.�RODSTROm

954.828.5004
crodstrom@fortlauderdale.gov

District 3 Commissioner

BOBBy B.�DuBOSE

954.828.5004
bdubose@fortlauderdale.gov

District 4 Commissioner

ROmnEy ROgERS

954.828.5004
rrogers@fortlauderdale.gov

City Manager

gEORgE gRETSAS

954.828.5013
ggretsas@fortlauderdale.gov

Commission Manager

mAxInE SIngh

954.828.5005
msingh@fortlauderdale.gov

City Commission Meetings To Resume in September

The Commission will not be meeting during the month of August but will

re-convene on September 1st and 15th, 2009 at which time the budget

for the upcoming year will be discussed and set.  These very important

meetings should be well attended by the public.  Residents are encour-

aged to attend.  Current and historical Commission agendas and back-up

are available online at:

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/documents/agenda.htm









AGAIN
“Six weeks after  

surgery, I went on a 
15-mile bike ride.
I was in a car accident and the  

cartilage had deteriorated between  
my hip and leg. I thought I would  
be a cripple for 6 months after  
having hip replacment surgery.  
At Broward General my hip was 
replaced using a new technique,  

the anterior approach hip surgery,  
with great results. My goal is to  
take a 17-mile hike through the  

Grand Canyon next year.”
Laura Taylor,

Pompano Beach

By combining state-of-the-art surgical  
techniques with a comprehensive  

team approach to pain management,  
patient and family education and  
intensive physical therapy, our  
patients are redefining the term  

“speedy recovery” and getting back  
to doing the things they love, again.

Go to BrowardHealth.org or call the Broward Health Line  
at 954-759-7400 for a referral to an orthopedic specialist.

POWERFUL ORTHOPEDICS
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